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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 103630 

15 

ORIGIN EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO OES-05 COME-OO L-02 OFA-01 10-10 

SMI-01 CEQ-01 EPA-04 INT-05 /049 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/OT/STA:BBISHOP:JH 
APPROVED BY EB/OT/STA:WCLARK,JR. 

EUR/CAN :DCHOLTON 
OES/ENP/EN : GJBURKE 

012152 

R 030018Z MAY 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

UNCLAS STATE 103630 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, SENV, TBIO, CA 

SUBJECT: SEIZED WHALEBONE CARVINGS 

REF: OTTAWA A-206 

1. AS ANTICIPATED IN OTTAWA'S A-206, DEPARTMENT RECEIVED 
AIDE-MEMOIRE DATED MARCH 24 FROM CANADIAN EMBASSY REQUEST- 
ING RETURN TO EXPORTERS OF SEIZED WHALEBONE CARVINGS AND 
CLARIFICATION OF CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS UNDER 1973 
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT COVERING FUTURE SHIPMENTS OF "FOSSIL- 
IZED'' WHALEBONE OBJECTS. AIDE-MEMOIRE MAKES POINT THAT 
CANADIAN EXPORTERS HAD ASSUMED THAT AGREED CERTIFICATION 
PROCEDURES COVERING IMPORTS OF FOSSILIZED WHALEBONE PRODUCTS 
UNDER 1969 ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT WOULD APPLY EQUALLY TO 

1973 ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT. 

2. STATE AND NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION (NOAA) ARE EXPLORING POSSIBILITY OF RETURNING 
CARVINGS TO EXPORTERS AS REQUESTED BY GOC. ALSO, NOAA 
CURRENTLY WRITING NEW REGULATIONS WHICH WILL PROVIDE PRECISE 
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SPELL OUT CERTIFICATION PROCEDURES FOR ANY OBJECTS WHICH 
MIGHT BE EXEMPTED FROM PROVISIONS OF 1973 ACT. 

3. NOAA CONFIRMS THAT EXEMPTIONS FOR FOSSILIZED WHALE- 
BONES AND CERTIFICATION PROCEDURES UNDER 1969 ACT NO 
LONGER APPLICABLE. UNTIL NEW REGULATIONS ON POSSIBLE 
EXEMPTIONS BECOME EFFECTIVE, NOAA CONSIDERS THAT PROVE 
SIONS OF 1973 ACT PROHIBIT ALL IMPORTATION OF PARTS 

OR PRODUCTS OF ENDANGERED SPECIES REGARDLESS OF AGE OR 
CONDITION. THEREFORE, NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
WILL BE OBLIGED TO SEIZE ALL IMPORTS OF FOSSILIZED 
WHALEBONES, PENDING PROMULGATION OF ANY NEW REGULATIONS. 

4. DEPARTMENT RESPONDING TO GOC AIDE-MEMO-RE ALONG 
LINES OF PARAS 2 AND 3, WITH A REQUEST THAT EXPORTERS 

BE ADVISED THAT NO FURTHER SHIPMENTS SHOULD BE MADE UNTIL 
NEW REGULATIONS ISSUED. 

5. EMBASSY MAY ALSO WISH TO ADVISE APPROPRIATE GOC 
AUTHORITIES OF SUBSTANCE OF PARAS. 2 AND 3, STRESSING 
THAT GOC WILL BE ADVISED PROMPLTLY OF NEW REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING IMPORTS OF ENDANGERED SPECIES INCLUDING PRODUCTS 
OF FOSSILIZED WHALEBONES AS WELL AS FINAL DETERMINATION 
REGARDING RETURN OF SEIZED CARVINGS. 

6. COPIES OF EXCHANGE OF AIDE-MEMOIRES BEING POUCHPD. KISSINGER 
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